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“In the Center of it all”

The Spanish Land Grant, EI Rancho de la Nacion, was purchased by Frank, Warren and
Levi Kimball in 1868. The Kimball brothers cleared the lands, built roads, constructed the
City's first wharf and brought the railroad to the City. They successfully advertised
National City as the most healthful climate on earth. Soon tree-lined streets connected
graceful Victorian homes, and orchards flourished over rolling hills.

National City, San Diego County’s second oldest city,is truly “In the center of it all:” a
thriving bi-national region of 5 million consumers. The City’s competitive edge is its
central location, transportation network, and business industry. National City is 10
minutes from everywhere and positioned for prosperity, with proximity to the San Diego
Bay, US-Mexico border, downtown San Diego, international airport, rail, San Diego State
University, and other colleges and universities.

National City is circled by interstates 5 and 805, and highways 54 and 15. The San
Diego Trolley and the Metropolitan Transit System (MTS) service National City 7 days a
week. These transportation resources conveniently connect the City to the region.
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National City is home to over 3,000 businesses - a remarkable number for a city with a
population of 61,115. As one of the healthiest business climates in Southern California,
National City businesses come from various industries and sectors. Business types
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ABOUT NATIONAL CITY

range from small family-owned operations to multi million dollar corporations. National
City also boasts the highest sales tax per capita in the County.

The National City Marine
Terminal, part of the
Unified Port of San Diego,
is the most advanced
vehicle import and export
facility on the West Coast,
processing more than
270,000 vehicles annually.
Lumber is also imported
from the Pacific Northwest
for construction use
throughout the region.
National City’s port area
extends three miles along
San Diego Bay and is part
of the largest U.S. Navy
installation on the West
Coast.

City Attractions

Shopping. National City is a great place for shopping. The City is served by several
major shopping centers; South Bay Plaza, the first regional shopping center in San
Diego, National City Plaza Shopping Center, Sweetwater Crossing, Bay Plaza Shopping
Center, grove Shopping Center and Westfield Plaza Bonita. Plaza Bonita recently
underwent a $130 million expansion which added 30 new stores and an AMC theater,
making Plaza Bonita the largest enclosed mall in the South Bay. If you are shopping for
a car, visit the “Mile of Cars,” where you will find 21 different franchise dealers and more
than 5,000 cars. The Mile of Cars leads the San Diego area in number of vehicles sold
and dollar sales.

Dining. If you’re in the mood for Mexican, Japanese or a good old fashion cheese
burger, National City has it all. The National City restaurant scene has over 200
restaurants to choose from, running the full range from affordable fast food, to interesting
ethnic restaurants, to fine dining.

City Parks. National City’s 87.2 acres of park land exceed the statewide norm. The city’s
four major parks include: El Toyon Park, Kimball Park, Las Palmas Park and Sweetwater
Heights Park.

Recreation. Duffers of all ages are invited to golf the National City Golf Course. The
nine-hole course offers discount rates for City residents and economical rates for non-
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residents as well. For the hot summer days, visit the National City community pool - Las
Palmas. The National City recreation division provides programs at the Olympic-sized
pool as well as at six recreation centers, nine schools, and two senior citizen centers.
Over twenty different instruction classes are offered in athletics, dance, and crafts at the
various centers. National City’s recreation division offers a diverse year-round program
of activities for all ages.

Historical Sightseeing.  National City's S .
Victorian heritage is one of its more - -‘_ xS % :

important assets. Visit one of the four [ = TN
buildings in the City that are listed in the
National Register of Historic Places:
Granger Music Hall, Brick Row on
Heritage Square, St. Matthews Episcopal
Church, and the Santa Fe Rail Depot.

City Government

National City is a general law city and &
operates under the council-manager form ===
of government. The City Council has five members who are elected at large for a term
of four years. The citizens of National City also elect the City Treasurer and the City
Clerk.

The City Council is responsible for setting policies, enacting ordinances, adopting the
budget, reviewing the General Plan, appointing committees and appointing the City
Manager. The city Manager is responsible for carrying out policies and ordinances of
the City Council, appointing city Department heads and overseeing the day-to-day
operations of the City. The City Manager also serves as executive director and
secretary of the Community Development Commission of the City of National City and
may delegate that authority.
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“In the Center of it all”

General information about National City:

Date of Incorporation: September 17, 1887
Population: 61,115
Area: 9.2 square miles
(Land Area: 7.3 square miles)
Location

National City is bordered by San Diego to the north and east, Chula Vista to the south,
the unincorporated areas of Lincoln Acres and Bonita to the south and southeast, and
San Diego Bay to the west.

Transportation Facilities and Services
Interstate Freeways: I-5 and 1-805 cross the City from north to south, and State
Route 54 traverses the southern edge of town.

National City Marine Terminal - San Diego Unified Port
Port and Rail Facilities: District Burlington Northern Santa Fe Railroad San Diego
& Arizona Eastern Railway

Metropolitan Transit System (bus service through the City
and adjacent areas)
Public Transit: San Diego Trolley — two stations

Land Use and Development Pattern

The following are estimates of land use areas within the City. Percentages are based on
net acreage, excluding streets, highways and other transportation facilities:

Land Use % of Land Area
Residential 41%
Industrial 13%
Commercial 12%
Navy Lands 10%
Institutional 8%
Salt Flats 6%
Vacant 6%
Parks & Recreation 4%
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National City Historic Population Data

1920 1930 1940 1950 1960 1970 1980 1990 2000 2004 2007

Population by Ethnic Group

Hispanic 16%
59%

Asian &

Pacific

Islander
17%

Source: Census (1980-2000), SANDAG (2007)

Housing by Year Built (2000 Census)
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“In the Center of it all”

Property Valuation (FY 2007-2008 San Diego County Assessor)
Total Assessed Property Value: $2,835,664,364

Number of Assessed Parcels: 9,411

Total Housing Units: 15,721 (2008 State Dept. of Finance)
% vacant: 2.61 % (2008)
Average Household Size:  3.46 persons (2008)

Household Population: 53,040 (2008)
Group Quarters Population: 8,154 (2008)

(Group quarters population is mostly those onboard military ships and also
includes persons in residential care facilities or convalescent homes.)

Owner Occupied Housing: 35%
Renter Occupied Housing: 65% (SANDAG 2004)

Median Household Income(SANDAG 2006): $44,130
Median Age: 26.4

City Employment (SANDAG 2004)

Civilian: 20,542
Military: 7,213
Total: 27,755
Elementary Schools: 10
Intermediate Schools: 2
High Schools: 1
Community Colleges: 1

Source: National City Planning Department
SANDAG

National City Chamber of Commerce
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